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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL – OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 
Since we last talked – Christmas and New Year’s has come and gone.  We are now looking forward to seeing 
what the Groundhog will tell us – six more weeks of winter, or an early Spring? 
Things have been hopping around the building during the last two-months.  The Christmas season is so fun 
in the life of the church.  The wonderful Advent and Christmas Eve services were so enjoyable.  The volun-
teers that decorated the sanctuary, the lounge, and the entrance did such a beautiful job.  Sometimes, late 
at night, my family and I would sneak and turn the lights on so we could relax and enjoy the peacefulness 
and calm of this wondrous season. 
A Christmas program was held in our sanctuary by the students of the Enon Montessori School.  We hear 
rumors from our cousins that reside in their school that some of the students will be moving to our church in 
the fall.  We are very excited to hear this.   We love the fact that our church is offering a great place for 
these young minds to learn – our home will be their home.  Having children in the church will be a welcome 
sight! 
New officers were ordained and installed on a beautiful Sunday morning in January.  We always like to wit-
ness this part of the Sunday service when you see these volunteers pledge their commitment, time, and en-
ergy to provide for the church and its members.  We are so proud of these folks and welcome and thank 
them! 
After the holiday break was over, we were glad to see the Thursday afternoon class starting up again.  We 
have had a good sized crowd for these classes and always enjoy seeing our friends learning and sharing fel-
lowship together. 
The Fairborn Senior Citizen Luncheons started back up in January after a two month break.   I overheard the 
ladies who cook and serve say they wish more church members would attend and enjoy the good food and 
fun times.  My family has taken this to heart and are hoping to hop a ride to the Center to 
show our support!   They will be cooking and serving some great recipes in 2020! 
So, what are you hoping for?  Early Spring?  More opportunity for snow and cold weather?  
Whatever you are wanting, we know that soon enough the ground will warm, the daffodils 
will come up, trees will bud, and the promise of a new season will be upon us! 

       ~Ecclesial Mouse 

  February 2020 

Welcome Stated Supply Pastor 

The Reverend Kathleen Burslem 
We’re glad you will be with us through Easter! 
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                      CLERK’S  CORNER 

 
                      Session Recap 

                      January 19, 2020 
  

 

Pastor Kathleen Burslem led our opening devo-

tions using the January 2020 Presbytery focus on 

Foundations of Presbyterian Polity: Principles of 

Order and Government from Chapter 3 of the 

Book of Order. The focus was F-3.01: “Historic 

Principles of Church Order” section F-3.0101 God 

Is Lord of the Conscience. Following discussion of 

this section, Pastor Kathleen led us in a unison 

prayer to begin our meeting. 

The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The roll 

of total members is now 111. The PCUSA Clerk's 

report was completed and submitted prior to the 

deadline. 

Troy Oliver reviewed the final 2019 Financial Re-

port prepared by Carolyn McMillan:  

Total income for November and December 2019 

was $ 45,523.25; total expenses $33,250.32; net, 

$12,272.93. Final 2019 totals: income 

$220,200.34; expenses $237,042.69;  

net (-$16,842.35).  

Combined Assets for 2019 (checking, savings, CDs, 

investments) totaled $370,563.95.  

 

Session approved: 

Approved the November 2019 meeting minutes 

noting one correction.  

Approved the January 5, 2020 special meeting 

minutes. 

The membership roll total as of 12/31/19 was 111.  

Elected Kathleen Seewer as Clerk of Session.  

Elected Officers of the Corporation for 2020: 

President: Julie Brown 

Vice-President: Bill McMillan 

Secretary: Kathleen Seewer 

Treasurer: Troy Oliver 

 
Approved collecting a Souper Bowl offering on      

February 2 with 100% of the proceeds to the  
FISH program. 

Approved Ken Gadd as Elder Commissioner to all 
2020 Presbytery Meetings. The next meeting is 
February 8 at Covenant in Springfield.  

Approved the date of February 23, 2020 for the next 
Session meeting. 

Approved calling a Congregational meeting on       
October 11 , 2020 to elect new officers. 

 

 

Additional Information: 

     Established Committee Assignments for 2020: 

 

 
We reviewed the FPC Events Calendar for  February 

2020.  Add Presbytery meeting on February 8, add 

Operation meeting on February 12 , move Session 

meeting to February 23, and add Ash Wednesday on 

February 26.  

 Weather Closings:  Distributed an updated 

set of instructions. Members should watch for clos-

ing notice on local TV (7 or 22) or call the  church: the 

phone message will be updated to indicate closed.   

Art Myers Nominating & Property 

Bill McMillan Operations (chair) 
 Assists on Administration & 
Property 

Julie Brown Administration (chair) 
Assist on Mission & Steward-
ship 

Ken Gadd Mission (chair) 

Dixie Jenkins Personnel & Stewardship 

Troy Oliver Personnel(chair) 
Treasurer & Finance 
Stewardship 

Diane Sondergelt Congregational Life & Ser-
vices (chair) 
Fellowship 

Elaine Brown Worship 

Jan Smith Christian Education 
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GETTING T0 KNOW OUR DEACONS 

Cindy Bowen has been a member for the past two years and has now graciously agreed to serve the congre-
gation as a deacon.  Even though she is new as a deacon, she has been volunteering for many of the church 
mission programs such as cooking and serving at the Sr. Center lunches, making blankets for the school chil-
dren, and working with the 3rd graders when the church sponsored COSI at Fairborn Primary.  She recently 
retired from Speedway but is not new to volunteering.  She, like her sister, Dixie, has always been very in-
volved in her church.  You might have seen Cindy and Dixie, cooking and serving meals at the Clark County 
Fair.  That had been a mission project for their previous church for many years.  Cindy came to our church 
when, sadly, her church in Springfield closed. 
Cindy regularly goes to water aerobics which she enjoys very much.  She also enjoys playing Euchre, reading 
a good book, and working on stained glass projects.  We already know that she is a good cook from the 
wonderful treats she brings for fellowship time after worship and her special recipe for baked beans which 
she brought to a recent Meet-N-Eat.  Cindy, like her sister, Dixie, is definitely a “people person”.  Both of 
them enjoy spending time with their great nieces and nephews, especially at Halloween when they host a 
pumpkin decorating party for them.  It’s not surprising that these nieces and nephews call Cindy and Dixie 
their “Fun Aunts”.  Thank you for sharing your time and talents with us.  We’re so happy to have you as part 
of our church family! 

GETTING T0 KNOW OUR ELDERS 

We’re very happy to welcome new Ruling Elder, Dixie Jenkins, to Session.  Dixie was born and raised in 
Springfield.  She is one of eight children.  Two of her sisters, Cindy and Eileen, also join us in worship. Dixie 
has worked for Eby-Brown Company, a wholesale distributor, for thirty-plus years.  Her office is located in 
the Speedway Corporate Office in Enon since Speedway is one of their largest customers. 
She enjoys spending time with family, planning big family events, and spoiling her great-nieces and great-
nephews. The Church Ladies and those of us who have gotten to know her through Supper Club, know that 
she definitely enjoys being with people. We also know from the wonderful treats she brings in for fellowship 
time after worship, that she is a wonderful cook and baker.   
Dixie grew up being very involved in church.  When her church in Springfield closed, an acquaintance at 
work, Troy Oliver, invited her to visit our church.  Dixie says “First Presbyterian reminded me so much of my 
previous church.   I am so glad I found First Presbyterian and look forward to becoming a part of your church 
family.” We’re so glad Dixie is part of our church family!  Welcome, welcome! 

PASTOR SEARCH UPDATE 
The search committee continues their work and hope to have news to share soon.  
We have received the suggestion that we do not hire another pastor but have Denise provide the Sunday 
sermon.  This suggestion has been shared with Session.  As kind as your suggestions are that Denise become 
our next pastor, there are several reasons why we do not consider that an option for us.  First, she is happy 
to preach occasionally, but sees music rather than preaching as her primary spiritual gift.  Second, in order 
to celebrate the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which our congregation does monthly, the PC(USA) re-
quires an ordained pastor, which Denise is not.  And, third, Denise already serves our church about 30 hours 
per week, not only in music, but also in Christian Education and behind the scenes with the Board of Dea-
cons and in our mission, fellowship, and outreach programs.  She would, however, like to express her thanks 
for your affirmation of her sermons and your confidence in her worship leadership.  It's always rewarding to 
feel appreciated! 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—FEBRUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 4 

Adult Christian Education News 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Sunday, February 16 

Meet-N-Eat 
 
 

Please plan to join us immediately after wor-

ship for lunch and to hear about the Fairborn 

School’s Chess Team. Three advisors will join us 

to talk about this successful learning  program 

that our church supports.  The  chess team has 

recently won a state tournament. We will serve 

ham, macaroni and cheese, green beans, rolls, 

and dessert. 

Sunday Mornings:  This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.  We are currently surveying Leviticus 

and Numbers, and are planning to study Deuteronomy next.  We pray together, then look at a variety of 

translations each week, and discuss the relevance of the scriptures for our lives today.  All are welcome!  

Please see Denise Lo Cicéro if you have questions. 

Thursday afternoons:   JESUS AND JUDAISM - The 1:00 p.m. Thursday class is studying the DVD series, Jesus 

and His Jewish Influences, created by renowned archaeologist and biblical scholar Dr. Jodi Magness of The 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  All are welcome for food, film, and fellowship!  Please see Shirley 

or Denise if you have questions.  Here is a list of the upcoming classes: 

 

Date Topic Leader 

Feb. 6 The Hebrew Scriptures and the Septuagint Shirley Schlafman 

Feb. 13 The Reign of Herod the Great Denise Lo Cicéro 

Feb. 20 Pontius Pilate:  A Roman Prefect Shirley Schlafman 

Feb. 27 Anarchy in Judea Denise Lo Cicéro 

March 5 Jesus’ Prophecy:  Jerusalem’s Destruction Shirley Schlafman 

Our very own three little kings, 

Alex, Ethan, and Heidi  

collected gifts of food items for the school 
pantry and brought them to the manger 
during worship on  December 22nd. 
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Dear Ones, 
Thank you so much for the 
poinsettia brought to me by 
Barb Bush.  It is beautiful!  
I do wish each of you a 
Blessed 2020. 
 
In Christian love, 
Margaret Carlson 

Enjoying friendship 
and fellowship 

at the 
 

Ladies Christmas 
Luncheon 

 
at Teaberries in 

Springfield 
Dec 4, 2019 

  A heartfelt THANK YOU 

goes out to First Presbyterian 

Fairborn for use of their 

facilities for our Christmas 

program and for providing  

refreshments. 

 

Enon Montessori School 

 

 
Just want to thank you and 
ask the Lord to shower you 
with His blessings… 
 
Thank you so much for 
sponsoring me this Christ-
mas.  I hope you all have a 
blessed year. 
Linda 
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As we prepare to celebrate our 160th anniversary this year    
Deacons Barb Bush and Jody Hoag serve cake after worship on 
December 29 to help bring in the New Year. 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
at First Presbyterian 
February 26, 2020 

 
Please mark your calendars and plan 
now to attend as we begin our 2020  

Lenten pilgrimage together. 
 
6:00 p.m. Fellowship and Finger Foods 

in the Lounge 
7:00 p.m. Worship in the Sanctuary, 
The Rev. Kathleen Burslem, pastor 

 
If you would like transportation to and 
from fellowship and worship, please call 
the church office by Friday, February 21. 
 

Why not invite a friend? 
 
 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—FEBRUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 7 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—FEBRUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 8 

 

   

 

 

Happy Birthday! 

  

Feb 1 Iris Berry 

 2 Diane Sondergelt 

 4 Charles Ryan 

 5 Eliza Haddix 

 7 Arthur Lewis 

 9 Marilyn Lŏw 

 10 Cassandra Locke 

 12 Linda Keller 

 13 Harriet Ensor 

 14 Ardene Roberts 

 19 Jody Hoag 

 20 Marge Gehring 

 21 Donna Kulhanek 

 

Mar  13 Norm Willoughby 

 17 Joyce Burnette 

 19 Bob Lawler 

 20 Kay Smith 

 25 Tommy Thomas 

 26 Linda Hartsock 

 28 Christy Riselay 

 

Chancel Flowers 
The two floral arrangements each Sunday remind us of the beauty of 
God’s creation.  Members and friends of the church may sign up on the 
board outside the lounge for Sundays of their choice, noting the purpose   
(in memory of someone, an anniversary, or birthday, etc)  for the bulletin.  
The flowers are then given to folks in our prayers (ill/shut-in, etc.),  with 
birthdays or anniversaries, or the donor.  You can reserve your special 
2020 Sunday, just $25 per week. 
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February 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 

10:15 am  

Worship with  

Communion 

3 4 5 

1:00 pm Hope 

Circle in 

Lounge 

6 

1:00 pm Adult  

Bible Study in 

Lounge 

7 8 

9 

8:45 am Adult  
Bible Study 
10:15 am  
Worship 

1:00pm Cook 
at St. 

Vincent’s 

10 

6:00 pm Serve 
at St. Vincent’s 

11 12 

10:00 am Ops 

Meeting 

13 

1:00 pm Adult  

Bible Study in 

Lounge 

2:15 pm CLS 

in Board Rm 

14 

 

15 

16 

8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  
Worship 

Followed by 
Meet-N-Eat 

17 18 19 20 

1:00 pm Adult  

Bible Study in 

Lounge 

21 22 

23 

8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
10:15 am  

Worship Fol-
lowed by Ses-
sion meeting 

24 25 26 
11:30 am 

Lunch at Sr. Ctr. 
 

6:00 pm Food 
in Lounge 

7:00 pm Ash 
Wed, Worship 

27 

1:00 pm Adult  

Bible Study in 

Lounge 

28 29 
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
937-878-3954 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 
 

Sunday Adult Bible Study:  8:45 a.m.    Sunday Worship:  10:15 a.m. 
 

Stated Supply Pastor:  Rev. Kathleen Burslem 
Education and Mission Coordinator  and  Director of Music:  Denise Lo Cicéro 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 
Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 
 

Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 
   Email Address:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 

Phone: 937-878-3954   

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the 
first Sunday of each month. Non-
perishable items may be brought in any 
Sunday and placed in the barrel in the 
narthex. 
Suggested donations are: 
Canned Soups   
Canned Vegetables    
Canned Fruit    
Canned Juices                 
Canned Meats 
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 
Boxed Items 
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, 
etc.) 
Baby Items 
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 
Personal Hygiene Items 
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 
Thank you for your generous donations! 

Articles for the March Lifeline need  to be  in 

the office by February 25. 

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_______________ 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 

SESSION 
Moderator: Rev. Kathleen Burslem 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Bill McMillan, 

Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt  


